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Q. Tor the fire-wood, as I understand, you substituted coal 7—A. Yes,
sir; and we delivered it regularly every year.

Q. And the salt 7—A. The saltin barrels.

Q. T'understood you to say, yesterday, that the school provision you
complied with.—A. We have complied with that strictly.

Q. It has been stated to us personally that you have not done that.
—A. We have doneit.

Q. You have maintained a school upon each island 7—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Ever since you had the contract?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The schools are maintaived, I suppose, during the eight months of
each year when you take no seals?—A. Yes, sir; when we are not busy
sealing.

Q. Have you killed any seals during any other months than June,
July, September, and October ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Have you used fire-arms 2—A. No, sir; we do notallow the use of
fire-arms at all during the sealing season.

Q. Hasyour company ever sold any fire-arms to the natives 7—A. I
think there were a few taken up there by authority ot the Secretary ot
the Treasury at one time; but it was a long timeago. None have been
taken recently.

Q. Was there not an attempt made to procure a modification of the
contract with reference to that, through the instrumentality of the Pres-
ident 7—A. No, sir; there was some discussion as to the modification
of the provision about sending fire-arms into other parts of Alaska. It
has been a mooted question, but not on the seal-islands.

Q. As I understand it, your contract did not give you any rights out-
side of the islands 7—A. No, sir ; not in that contract at all ; this discus-
sion arose about the general fur business in the Territory. We have
had no contest about fire-arms on the seal-islands.

Q. Do you esteemm that the contract gives you exclusive control
of those islands in every oilier regard except that which limits the kill-
ing of the seals?—-A. We consider that we have a lease on those
islands—Dhave a right to the seals.

Q. Do you think there is anything in that contract that gives you
any other authority over those islands than those rights which are
specifically declared in the body of the contract itself 7—A. No, sir; we
do not claim that.

Q. Have you attempted to exercise any such authority 2—A. I know
of no such attempt having been made.

Q. Has your company, or its agents on those islands, attempted to ex-
clude the free admission of others to the islands 7—A. No, sir ; we have
never excluded anybody from the islands—have never attempted to.
There has been no occasion to do so.

Q. It has been stated in this report sent to the War Department by
General Howard, to which reference was made yesterday, that you ex-
ercised a species of despotism over the natives, bringing them under
subjection to your authority ; that they were denied all civil rights ex-
cept such as you chose to administer. What truth is there in that —A.
That statement is unqualifiedly falsein every particular. We have never
exercised or made any attempts at an exercise of despotism of any sort.
The people there are as free as any people in the world. That question
was asked me by Mr. Moore when he was waking his investigation, and
I answered it, and his report answers that very clearly. The people
there are free to labor or not to labor as they see fit. We do not com-
pel anybody to work unless he wants to work, and they leave the islands
whenever they choose. We have never refused to give them passage
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