
10 ALASKA COMMERCIAL COMPANY. 

This, like all other laws imposing duties and conferring powers upon the 
executive department, must be considered as having been properl)'Ji 
performed, unless judicial decision or positive proof is adduced to show 
to the contrary. Mr. Boutwell, then Secretary of the Treasury, who 
made the lease, and Mr. Bristow, the present Secretary, under whom it 
has been carried out, were examined upon this poiut. The former ad
mitted his repugnance to the law and opposition to thepolicy of making 
such a disposition of the franchise, stating that he had executed the 

' lease only because he felt compelled to do so under the law a11d. the 
advice of the Attorney-General, whom he consulted. He, therefore, had 
no partiality in favor of tl1e lessees, and it is not likely that he favored 
any infraction of the obligations they had entered into. He appointed 
four special Treasury agents to reside on the islands, who were required 
to make report on all the transactiont:i of the company with direction to 
exact the fnll performance of all the covenants it had entered irito. 

Mr. Boutwell, in his examination, testified that, aside from some 
small matters relating to the furnishing of au insufficient Rupply of 
wood to the natives, which did not affect the interests of the Goveru
ment, there were no complaints made against the company by the 
agents he had appointed. In reply to the question "whether, in his 
official intercourse with the company, he considered they had performed 
their contract, in letter and spirit, up to the time of his leaving the 
Department," he said: "I know nothing to the contrary ; if I bad known 
it, I think I should have called them to account." 

Mr. Bristow was also examined as to the faith of the company. He 
stated that soon after he came into the Treasury Def'artment his atten
tion was called to certain newspaper charges against the good faith of 
the Alaska Commercial Company in their performance of their contract 
with the Government; that he sent Mr. J. S. Moore, of New York, a 
special agent to San F'rancisco, with instructions to "look into this con
.tract and the manner of its execution, both to examine the custom
house entries, and to examine also, if he could get access to them, the 
books of the ·company, and compare them, to ascertain whether there 
were any discrepancies; in other words, to supplement, by an inquiry 
there, the information he had from the islands direct." 

· With reference to the charges which had been made against the com
pany which ha<l caused his suspicions and the sending of l\Ir. Moore to 
San Francisco, he further stated: '' I have not been able to discover 
any responsible person who is willing even to father the charges that 
are made. When it came to my knowledge that the company was mak
ing a very large pro tit out of the matter, I felt that the Govermnent was 
not getting as much as it ought to have, and I wanted to find some way 
of getting a Rhare of the profits for the Government; but I found myself 
confronted with the law and this contract, and I saw no reason to be
lieve that the company were not carrying out their contract in good 
faith, whatever may be the suspicions by which they were surrounded�" 
It would seem, therefore, that, with this disposition upon the part of 
Mr. Bristow, if' there had been any omissions on the part of the com
pany, or any violation of the spirit and letter of the law upon their part, 
he would have availed himself of his power to abrogate it altogether aud 
to declare it void. 

In Mr. J. S. Moore's report to the Secretary of the Treasury, Ex. Doc. 
No. 83, First Session Forty-fourth Congress, he states that he closely 
examined the books of the .Alaska Commercial Company, and made 
comparisons with the books of the custom-house, and that the .only dis-




